November 5, 2007
Dear AFE:

 
Just thought I would share with you the results from using the AFE grant.  We did the in-school viewing of the CSI video, and the students dutifully did their proofs.  We spent a few weeks reviewing proofs as part of the curriculum, and then I gave the students a chance to revise their proofs.  Once they were ready, a friend of mine who is an attorney came in and the students presented their proofs to him.  It was a very interesting experience for everyone!  The students learned a great deal about the law, and the process of presenting to a judge, as well as the normal procedures that occur with a trial.  
 
In addition, my friend had some additional ideas to expand the activity!  We will be incorporating his ideas next semester!  Overall, the students really felt that they learned a lot.  As a closing activity, I had them write a ‘ticket out’ – which was a response to the question:  What did you learn about proofs today?   Some of the responses were: 
 
“I learned that although there may be a large amount of evidence proving something, you must first make sure that your evidence is not an inference or assumption.  Instead you need evidence that cannot be disproved, for assumptions in real life proofs have less strength then evidence.  And that to be guilty you must not have a reasonable doubt that they are innocent“:
 
“I learned that proofs are the foundation of the justice system.  Many of the reasons in this case could be overturned by our amendments and therefore you have to use indirect and deductive reasoning.”
 
“Proofs have to be clear, concise and accurate.  Today’s proofs could be disputed, so that is why the result is ambiguous.  An ideal proof is incontrovertible.  Also I learned that proofs come in many different varieties.  Geometry proofs are much different than the proofs we used today.  Geometry proofs are based on set definitions and theorems while civil proofs can be disputed”
 
“Also, when proving something, it must be well thought out with a lot of support or the information might just end up going against what you are trying to prove. “
 
“My thoughts on this activity are very positive. This activity helped me write a proof easier because it was a real life situation.  I think that the real life situation helped me better because I could pretend tat I was the DA, trying to persuade the judge that the accused is guilty.”
 
 
Thanks for making this all possible!!
 
Minda Reidy, Andover High School
